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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Geological Survey Ireland, Block 1, Booterstown Hall, Booterstown, Blackrock, Co Dublin, A94 N2R6 

Bloc 1, Halla Bhaile an Bhóthair, Baile an Bhóthair, An Charraig Dhubh, Baile Átha Cliath, A94 N2R6 

T +353 (0)1 678 2000       www.gsi.ie    Fáiltítear roimh comhfhreagras i nGaeilge 

Dr James Massey 
Rowan Engineering Consultants 
Scurlockstown Business Park 
Trim  
Co Meath, C15 H008                                                   16 October 2024 

               
Re: Ballyfeeny Green Energy Project 
Your Ref: n/a 
Our Ref: 24/331 

 
Dear James, 
 
Geological Survey Ireland is the national earth science agency and is a division of the Department of the Environment, 
Climate and Communications. We provide independent geological information and interpretation and gather various data for 
that purpose. Please see our website for data availability. 
 
With reference to your letter received on the 18 September 2024, concerning the proposed Ballyfeeny Green Energy Project, 
we recommend using our various data sets when conducting the EIAR, SEA, planning and scoping processes for 
developments, plans and policies. For more detailed information on how to access this data please access ‘Data and Maps’ 
Data & Maps (gsi.ie) on our ‘Geoscience for planning’ webpage. Use of our data or maps should be attributed correctly 
(please refer to each individual dataset’s metadata for correct attribution). 
 
For specific data available for Environmental Assessment and Planning topics please follow this link [Data by Environmental 
Assessment and Planning Topic (gsi.ie)], where you will find our data arranged by environmental assessment topic as 
illustrated below: 
 

Land and soils  Water  Climate Change 

Soil 

• Subsoils (Quaternary 
Geology) 

• Tellus Geochemistry 

• Geotechnical 
Geology 

• Bedrock 

• Geophysics 

• Bedrock & Quaternary 3D 

 Groundwater 

• Aquifers GW vulnerability, 
GWPSs (GWPPs) 

Surface water 

• Tellus Geochemistry 
Estuarine & marine waters 

• Marine and coastal 
Flooding 

• GWClimate 

• Karst 

 Carbon accounting / Carbon balance 

• Geothermal 

• Carbon capture and storage 
Climate change trends 

• National coastal change 
assessment 

     

Cultural Heritage  Material Assets  The Landscape 

Archaeology 

• Cherish 
Underwater Archaeology 

• Shipwrecks 

 Built Services 

• Natural resources (Minerals & 
Aggregates) 

• Active quarries 

 Landscape Appearance & Character 

• Physiographic units 
Historical landscapes 

• Historic mines 

     

Other Relevant Data 

Natural (Geo) hazards 

• Landslide Susceptibility Mapping 

• Groundwater flooding 

• Coastal vulnerability 

• Subsidence 

• Radon 

Natural heritage 

• Geoheritage (County Geological 
Sites) 

• Dimension Stone/Stone Built 
Ireland 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Geological Survey Ireland, Block 1, Booterstown Hall, Booterstown, Blackrock, Co Dublin, A94 N2R6 

Bloc 1, Halla Bhaile an Bhóthair, Baile an Bhóthair, An Charraig Dhubh, Baile Átha Cliath, A94 N2R6 

T +353 (0)1 678 2000       www.gsi.ie    Fáiltítear roimh comhfhreagras i nGaeilge 

 
Other Comments  
Should development go ahead, all other factors considered, Geological Survey Ireland would much appreciate a copy of 
reports detailing any site investigations carried out. The data would be redacted for confidentiality and added to Geological 
Survey Ireland’s national database of site investigation boreholes, implemented to provide a better service to the civil 
engineering sector. Data can be sent to the Geological Mapping Unit, at mailto:GeologicalMappingInfo@gsi.ie. 
 
 
If we can be of any further help, please do not hesitate to contact me Clare Glanville, or my colleague Trish Smullen at 
GSIPlanning@gsi.ie. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Dr. Clare Glanville   Trish Smullen 
Senior Geologist    Geologist 

Geoheritage and Planning Programme  Geoheritage and Planning Programme 

Geological Survey Ireland    Geological Survey Ireland 

 

The publicly available data referenced/presented here, should in no way be construed as Geological Survey Ireland support 
for or objection to the proposed development or plan. The data are made freely available to all and can be used as 
independent scientific data in assessments, plans or policies. It should be noted that in many cases these data are a baseline 
or starting point for further site specific assessments. 
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Aonad na nIarratas ar Fhorbairt, Oifigí an Rialtais, Bóthair an Bhaile Nua, Loch Garman, Y35 AP90 

Development Applications Unit, Government Offices, Newtown Road, Wexford, Y35 AP90 

manager.dau@npws.gov.ie  

www.gov.ie/housing  

Your Ref: Ballyfeeney Green Energy Project 

Our Ref: G Pre00298/2024 

(Please quote in all related correspondence) 

 

24 October 2024 

 

Dr James Massey 

Senior Environmental Consultant 

Forensic and Environmental Engineering 

Rowan Engineering Consultants Limited 

Unit 14 

Scurlockstown Business Park 

Trim 

Co Meath 

C15 h008 

 

Via email: Ballyfeeney.energy@rec.ie cc: james.massey@rec.ie 

 

Re: Preplanning consultation regarding the Environmental Impact Assessment 

Report (EIAR) in support of a planning application for the proposed construction and 

operation of a wind farm at Ballyfeeney, County Roscommon 

 

A Chara 

 

I refer to correspondence received in connection with the above. 

 

Outlined below are archaeological observations/recommendations of the Department. 

 

The Department acknowledges receipt of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) Scoping Report submitted by Ballyfeeny Green Energy Limited and dated September 

2024. It is noted that there are no recorded monuments in proximity to the proposed 

development. The proposed development of a wind farm will involve subsurface 

groundworks at the proposed turbine locations and at the associated infrastructural site 

works. These subsurface works may impact negatively on previously unrecorded 

archaeological heritage. 

 

Therefore, due to the scale of the proposed development - and in line with national policy – 

see Section 3.6.2 of the “Frameworks and Principles for the Protection of the Archaeological 

Heritage” (Government of Ireland 1999) - it is the Department’s recommendation that an 

Archaeological Impact Assessment, as described below, be requested as Further 

Information. 

 

Archaeological Requirements 

The Archaeological Impact Assessment (AIA) shall be carried out as follows:  

RECEIVED: 15/09/2025

mailto:manager.dau@npws.gov.ie
http://www.gov.ie/housing
mailto:Ballyfeeney.energy@rec.ie
mailto:james.massey@rec.ie


 

….. 

2 

1. The applicant is required to retain/engage the services of a suitably qualified 

Archaeologist to carry out an Archaeological Impact Assessment (AIA) which shall 

include a comprehensive programme of Archaeological Geophysical Survey and 

Archaeological Test Excavation to respond to a request for Further Information. No 

sub-surface work shall be undertaken in the absence of the archaeologist without 

his/her express consent. 

 

2. The AIA shall incorporate the findings of a Cultural Heritage chapter of the 

Environmental Report to be submitted and to include the historical and 

archaeological background of the site, appropriate documentary sources and all 

cartographic sources and aerial photographs for the area. 

 

3. The Archaeological Geophysical Survey and Test Excavation must be carried out 

under consent/licence from the National Monuments Service and in accordance with 

an approved method statement; note a period of 3-4 weeks should be allowed to 

facilitate processing and approval of the licence application and method statement. 

 

4. The Archaeological Geophysical Survey shall incorporate all available lands to which 

this planning application applies. 

 

5. Test trenches shall be excavated at locations chosen by the Archaeologist, having 

consulted the site drawings (including any Proposed Site Compound and Welfare 

Area, Access/Egress route, etc.) and the results of the geophysical survey/s. 

Excavation is to take place to the uppermost archaeological horizons only, where 

they survive. Where archaeological material is shown to be present, the 

Archaeologist shall suspend works in the area of archaeological interest pending 

further advice from the Planning Authority, in consultation with the Department. 

Please note that all features/archaeological surfaces within the test trenches are to 

be hand-cleaned and clearly visible for photographic purposes. 

 

6. Having completed the work, the Archaeologist shall submit a written report to the 

Department and to the Planning Authority describing the findings of the AIA, including 

the results of the geophysical survey and test excavations. The report shall comment 

on the degree to which the extent, location and levels of all proposed installations, 

service trenches and other sub-surface works required for the development will affect 

the archaeological remains. This should be illustrated with appropriate plans, 

sections, etc. 

 

7. Where archaeological material is shown to be present, further mitigation measures 

will be required; these may include refusal, redesign to allow for preservation in situ, 

(e.g. works exclusion zones/buffer areas), excavation and/or monitoring as deemed 

appropriate. The Department will advise the Planning Authority with regard to these 

matters. No decision should be made on this application until the Department and 
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the Planning Authority have had the opportunity to fully evaluate the findings of the 

AIA. 

 

8. The Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) should be updated to 

incorporate any significant findings that emerge from the AIA process including, but 

not limited to, the location of any archaeological or cultural heritage constraints 

relevant to the proposed development. The CEMP shall clearly describe all identified 

likely archaeological impacts, both direct and indirect, and all mitigation measures to 

be employed to protect the archaeological or cultural heritage environment during all 

phases of site preparation, construction activity and decommissioning works. 

 

Reason: 

To ensure the continued preservation (either in situ or by record) of places, caves, sites, 

features or other objects of archaeological interest. 

 

The above observations/recommendations are based on the papers submitted to this 

Department on a pre-planning basis and are made without prejudice to any observations that 

the Minister may make in the context of any consultation arising on foot of any development 

application referred to the Minister, by the planning authority, in his role as statutory consultee 

under the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended. 

 

You are requested to send any further communications to this Department’s Development 

Applications Unit (DAU) at manager.dau@npws.gov.ie, or to the following address: 

 

 The Manager 

 Development Applications Unit (DAU) 

 Government Offices 

 Newtown Road 

Wexford 

Y35 AP90 

 

 

Is mise, le meas 

 
_______________ 

Sinéad O’ Brien 

Development Applications Unit 

Administration 
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1. Introduction  
 

Tourism is a growing sector and substantial part of the Irish Economy. It contributes to both urban 
and rural economies in every part of the country. The impact and interaction of tourism with the 
environment is complex and the assessment of environmental impacts is of utmost importance to 
creating a sustainable tourism economy and protecting the natural resources that are so often a 
tourism attraction.  
 
The purpose of this report is to provide guidance for those conducting Environmental Impact 
Assessment and compiling an Environmental Impact Assessment Reports (EIAR), or those 
assessing EIARs, where the project involves tourism or may have an impact upon tourism. These 
guidelines are non-statutory and act as supplementary advice to the EPA EIAR Guidelines 
outlined in section 2.  
 
This guidance document has been prepared by Fáilte Ireland to update their EIA guidelines in 
line with changes in legislative and guidance requirements.  
 

2. Background to this Document 
 

Tourism is one of the largest and most important sectors of the economy, providing 

employment for approximately 260,000 people, an economic contribution of €9.5 billion, and 

exchequer revenue of €1.8 billion in 2019, which helps fund other key public services. 

In 2019 Ireland welcomed 9.7 million overseas visitors. 

Fáilte Ireland is the National Tourism Development Authority established by the Irish 

Government in May 2003. Fáilte Irelands role is to support the tourism industry and work to 

sustain Ireland as a high-quality and competitive tourism destination. They provide a range of 

practical business supports to help tourism businesses better manage and market their 

products and services. 

Fáilte Ireland also work with other state agencies and representative bodies, at local and 

national levels, to implement and champion positive and practical strategies that will benefit 

Irish tourism and the Irish economy. 

Fáilte Ireland promotes Ireland as a holiday destination through a domestic marketing 

campaign (DiscoverIreland.ie) and manage a network of nationwide tourist information centres 

that provide help and advice for visitors to Ireland. 

Tourism related projects cover a broad range of plans, programmes and developments, from 

the Wild Atlantic Way to a single hotel conversion. These guidelines apply to projects involving 

or impacting upon tourism. A tourism plan, strategy or programme where it is part of the 

statutory plan making process under the Planning and Development Acts (as amended), may 

be more appropriately assessed by a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) as 

discussed in the next section.  

It should be borne in mind that EIA is required where there is anticipated to be a significant 

impact on the environment, where tourism projects are of a prescribed type or meet thresholds 

identified below.  
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Where Natura 2000 Designated Sites are potentially affected by tourism development 

Appropriate Assessment must be carried out by the appropriate authority in accordance with 

Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive.  

  

3. Legislation and Statutory Guidance 
 

Environmental Impact Assessment is a procedure that ensures that the environmental 

implications of decisions are taken into account before planning based decisions are made. 

The assessment results in a report, called an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR). 

Legislation 

These guidelines are produced under current EIAR legislative requirements, having regard to 

Directive 2011/92/EU (known as 'Environmental Impact Assessment' – EIA Directive), as 

amended by Directive EU 2014/52 which came into effect in May of 2017. These requirements 

were transposed into Irish Law on 1 September 2018 as most of the provisions of the 

European Union (Planning and Development) (Environmental Impact Assessment) 

Regulations 2018 (S.I. No. 296 of 2018) came into effect. The principle of both Directives is to 

ensure that plans, programmes and projects likely to have significant effects on the 

environment are made subject to an environmental assessment, prior to their approval or 

authorisation.  

Statutory Guidance 

In response to the changes to the EIAR requirements under Directive EU 2014/52, the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) developed Guidelines on the information to be 

contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports in May 2022. The Guidelines are a 

statutory document to be regarded by those preparing EIARs and the decision makers 

considering the EIARs. 

Some of the key changes to the EIA Directive introduced by Directive 2014/52/EU are as 

follows: 

• Additional information to be provided in the project description to describe the location 

of the project, the technologies and substances used, the construction of the project 

and required demolition; 

• The requirement for consideration of alternatives has changed from a requirement to 

provide ‘An outline of the main alternatives studied by the developer and an indication 

of the main reasons for this choice, taking into account the environmental effects’ to ‘a 

description of the reasonable alternatives studied by the developer, which are relevant 

to the project and its specific characteristics, and an indication of the main reasons for 

the option chosen, taking into account the effects of the project on the environment’; 

• A refinement of the environmental factors to be considered in the assessment with an 

increased focus on resource efficiency, climate change, biodiversity and disaster 

prevention; 

• Changes to Prescribed Environmental Factors with ‘Land’ being added, ‘Human 

Beings’ replaced by ‘Population & Human Health’ and ‘Flora & Fauna’ replaced by 

‘Biodiversity’; 
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• The developer is required to have competent experts to prepare the EIAR and the 

Board is required to have access to sufficient expertise to assess the EIAR; 

• Requirement for the incorporation of mitigation and monitoring measures in consents 

and ensuring that developers deliver these measures; 

• The requirements for the assessment of cumulative effects with existing and/or 

approved projects, taking into account existing environmental issues to be considered; 

and 

• Reasoned decisions made with regard to the EIA outcomes must be provided. 

In addition to the EPA statutory guidance, the Department of Housing has produced 

Guidelines for Planning Authorities and An Bord Pleanála on carrying out Environmental 

Impact Assessment in August 2018. 

The process of EIA is set out in the EPA EIAR Guidelines, this document should be read in 

conjunction with and used as supplementary guidance to the EPA EIAR Guidelines. The 

process for ascertaining whether an EIAR is required is known as ‘screening’ and the process 

to determine the breath and scope of an EIAR is known as ‘scoping’. Guidance on this can be 

found in Section 3.2 of the EPA Guidelines.  

Screening 

Through EIA Screening, developments are either considered as requiring an EIAR due to the 
project type or because they exceed a threshold level. The screening process begins by 
establishing whether the proposal is a ‘project’ as understood by the Directive (as amended).  
 
The prescribed development types and thresholds are set out in Annex I and II of the EIA Directive 
as transposed into Schedule 5 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2010-2018 (as 
amended). Development which does not exceed these thresholds but may require an EIAR are 
called sub threshold. Sub-Threshold considerations are outlined in Schedule 7 of European Union 
(Planning and Development) (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2018 (S.I. No. 296 
of 2018) as transposed from Annex III of the Directive. The Guidelines on Environmental Impact 
Assessment Reports note that projects at first glance may not appear to come under the Schedule 
but on closer examination when the process is further examined, they may do so because of the 
sensitivity or significance of the receiving environment etc. Sub threshold developments require 
an EIAR if they are likely to have significant environmental impacts and must undergo assessment 
for likely significant impacts through an EIAR screening report. The contents of a screening report 
for subthreshold development are contained in Annex III of the EIA Directive.  
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Figure 1: EIAR Screening Process 

 

(Taken from Fig 3.2 of the EPA Guidelines) 

Tourism locations should be identified as sensitive receptors in screening assessments for 

particular impacts, depending on scale and sensitivity, as they would in a full EIAR. Section 6 

below can act as guidance for Screening Reports as well as for full EIAR. 

The screening process for considering where an EIAR is necessary, is summarised above in 

Figure 1 (excerpted from Figure 3.2 of the EPA Guidelines). 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is a more strategic level of environmental 

assessment that examines plans, policies, objectives and programmes specifically rather than 

projects. For some tourism developments it may be more appropriate that they be examined 

through SEA, while individual projects or specific proposals are likely to be more assessed 

through EIAR. If a project is part of a plan, programme or policy/objective assessed by SEA 

there may still be a requirement for an EIAR for that development (subject to EIA Screening 

assessment).  
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EIAR Scoping 

Scoping an EIAR is an opportunity to look at the breadth of issues and ensure that any areas 

of possible significant impact are assessed. Identifying sensitivities and stakeholders should 

take account of tourism facilities and consider Fáilte Ireland in scoping requests where 

necessary.  

 

4. Assessing Tourism 
 

There is no legal definition of ‘tourism’ in Irish legislation. The UNWTO definition of sustainable 

tourism is “Tourism that takes full account of its current and future economic, social and 

environmental impacts, addressing the needs of visitors, the industry, the environment and 

host communities”. This is widely accepted as a key definition of tourism as we move to a 

more sustainable future.  

Tourism assessments are frequently carried out by economic consultants and by specific 

tourism consultants. It is always advisable, particular for tourism projects, that suitably 

qualified and experienced personnel are used to determine the impact of tourism related 

projects or to assess the impact of more general proposals on a tourism asset identified in a 

particular location. There is a requirement for EIAR under current legislation to contain a 

statement of competency within all EIAR documents, including screening and scoping reports.  

Projects which involve a tourism element 

Tourism projects are wide ranging and diverse. While there are some projects which cater to 

tourism and are easily identified as such - Hotels, Museums, etc. there are other projects 

where tourism is a key service or element, but which may not be immediately obvious – 

walking/cycling/forest trails, greenways, blueways, community facilities and others. EIAR 

conducted for developments containing tourist elements should be completed in accordance 

with the current guidance from the EPA.  

Projects which include a tourism element can have potential for particular environmental 

effects which differ from a non-tourism development. These impacts can be intermittent, event 

related, inconsistent, dependent on weather, temporal, temporary or seasonal. This is 

considered within the prescribed environmental topics for EIAR outlined in Section 7 below. 

Projects which may have an impact upon tourism 

While tourism projects may be diverse, the projects which can impact tourism are considerably 

more wide ranging, from large infrastructural developments to local energy developments. 

Disruption to or suppression of a tourist resource or amenity can have very local or more 

strategic impacts, directly or indirectly- for example energy projects in a rural area can have 

both a negative and positive impact in different regards. There can be temporary, periodic or 

even seasonal impacts occurring during construction or operational periods.   

According to the Fáilte Ireland Tourism Facts 2019 Report, the most important factors in 

determining the attractiveness of tourism destinations for visitors to Ireland are;  

• Beautiful Scenery and Unspoiled Environment  

• Hospitality  

• Safety  

• Nature, Wildlife and Natural Attractions  

• History and Culture  
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• Pace of Life  

These factors used for the promotion of tourism in Ireland are also barometers of sensitivity to 

change in tourism sensitive or dominant locations where development may have an impact 

upon the tourism asset. The potential for development to impact these sensitivities, and the 

environmental criteria under which they can be considered, are identified in section 7 of the 

guidelines. 

 

5. Guiding Principles of EIAR 
 

As outlined in the EPA EIAR Guidelines, the fundamental principles to be followed when 

preparing an EIAR, including screening and scoping, are: 

• Anticipating, avoiding and reducing significant effects 

• Assessing and mitigating effects 

• Maintaining objectivity 

• Ensuring clarity and quality 

• Providing relevant information to decision makers 

• Facilitating better consultation.  

Environmental assessment should be undertaken in accordance with the European Union 

(Planning and Development) (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2018. 

 

6. Consideration of Competency and Qualifications 
 

As per Section 2.5 of the EPA Guidelines, EIAR is required to be completed by ‘competent 

experts’.  

Contributors to the preparation of environmental impact assessment reports, including 

screening and scoping assessments, should be qualified and competent. Sufficient expertise, 

in the relevant field of the project concerned, is required for the purpose of its examination by 

the competent authorities in order to ensure that the information provided by the developer is 

complete and of a high level of quality so that a full and proper assessment can be undertaken. 

For tourism related projects, or projects likely to affect tourism assets, competent experts in 

the area of tourism should be utilised in the environmental assessment. 

The competency of all involved in the production of an EIAR or any related report (e.g. 

Screening and scoping) is required to be stated at the beginning of the EIAR report with further 

details as necessary in each following chapter. 

Where tourism projects involve for example heritage or cultural components, input from 

heritage consultants, conservation architects, or historians may be required.   

   

7. EIAR Requirements 
 

The following are the key requirements for an EIAR under the current guidance. This is not a 

definitive list and should be read in conjunction with regulations. 

RECEIVED: 15/09/2025



7 | P a g e  

 

• project description; 

• assessment of alternatives considered; 

• baseline assessment; 

• assessment of effects; 

• cumulative impact;  

• interaction of impacts; 

• mitigation & monitoring; and 

• residual impacts 

Project Description 

Project descriptions are required to describe the whole project including site, scale, design 

and key factors. It is important that the EIAR and design team have a consistent understanding 

of the development description in full. The key requirements are outlined in section 3.5 of the 

EPA Guidelines however they identify the following; 

• the location of the project  

• the physical characteristics of the whole project  

• the main characteristics of the operational phase of the project  

• an estimate, by type and quantity, of the expected residues and emissions  

The location of the project should include identifying key sensitive receptors (including tourism 

receptors). In the operational phase of the project any tourism based, or potentially tourism 

related activity, should be identified.  

Assessment of Alternatives 

The assessment of the various reasonable alternatives is an important requirement of the EIA 

process. 

Where tourism projects are location dependent the assessment of reasonable alternatives 

should consider alternative methods, layouts, technologies and mitigations, detail the key 

considerations culminating in the selection of the option/design, the reasoning for these and 

the environmental effect of these decisions. This is particularly important for tourism projects 

which are often location tied. The EPA EIAR Guidelines indicate that it is generally sufficient 

to provide a broad description of each main alternatives and the key issues associated with 

each, showing how environmental considerations were taken into account in deciding on the 

selected option. 

Baseline Assessment 

Baseline descriptions are evidence based, current descriptions of environmental 

characteristics with consideration of likely changes to the baseline environment evidenced in 

planning histories, unimplemented permissions, and applications pending determination. 

Baseline assessments should identify any tourism sensitivities in the zone of influence of a 

development. This zone of influence of a development is highly dependent on its Context, 

Character, Significance, and Sensitivity, as outlined in the EPA EIAR Guidelines. These 

characteristics apply to both the development and the environment.  

For example, in a tourism context; 

The location of sensitive tourism resources that are likely to be directly affected should be 

highlighted, and other premises which although located elsewhere, may be the subject of in 

combination impacts such as alteration of traffic flows or increased urban development. 
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The character of an area from a tourism perspective should be described and the principal 

types of tourism in the area. Where relevant, the specific environmental resources or attributes 

in the existing environment which each group uses or values should be stated and where 

relevant, indicate the time, duration or seasonality of any of those activities. 

The significance of the tourism assets or activities likely to be affected should be highlighted. 

Reference to any existing formal or published designation or recognition of such significance 

should be included. Where possible the value of the contribution of such tourism assets and 

activities to the local economy should also be provided. 

If there are any significant concerns or opposition to the development known to exist among 

tourism stakeholders and interest groups, this should be highlighted. Identify, where possible, 

the particular aspect of the development which is of concern, together with the part of the 

existing tourism resource which may be threatened or impacted.  

In addition, the baseline should include any methodologies employed in the study to obtain 

information, if particular databases are used to locate sensitive receptors they should be 

acknowledged. In relation to tourism information, the suggested information sources at the 

end of this document are a non-exhaustive list which may be of assistance in identifying 

tourism receptors.  

Impact Assessment 

The topics for consideration of impact are prescribed in the EIA Directive and transcribed into 

Irish law by the European Union (Planning and Development) (Environmental Impact 

Assessment) Regulations 2018 (S.I. No. 296 of 2018). Impact assessment should contain the 

likely significant effects of a development arising from both construction and operation of a 

development. Advice on describing the effects is contained within the EPA EIAR Guidelines 

and includes the quality, significance, extent, probability, type and duration of the effect, 

with particular descriptors for each. In describing effects upon tourism receptors these 

descriptors should take account of the particular aspects and sensitivities of tourism, for 

example a temporary annual effect from a development may have different impacts upon 

tourism if it falls at peak season rather than off-peak.  

Impact assessment should be carried out as per EPA guidelines and the best practice for that 

prescribed topic. It may be considered appropriate to consider impact on tourism under the 

‘Population and Human Health’ and / or ‘Landscape’ topics as suggested below. 

Population and Human Health 
The consideration of tourism projects within the Population and Human Health is extensive, 

with impacts ranging from rural employment population impacts of seasonal tourism, to the 

health impact of air pollution from increased traffic in urban areas.  

The impact upon tourism can be considered within this section through the sensitivities of 

Hospitality, Safety and Pace of Life. Changes in population can impact the perception of pace 

of life or safety in a particular location. Impacts upon these issues in areas which rely heavily 

on tourism or have a particular sensitive tourism generator should be considered in this 

section. The EPA guidelines makes reference to amenity “..which may be relevant under 

‘Population and Human Health’ and ‘Landscape’”. 

Biodiversity 
Particular tourist activities can have a significant impact upon biodiversity. Landscapes which 

are ‘unspoiled’ can be attractors of tourism. However, the disturbance to ecology must be 

managed to minimise impacts.  
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Biodiversity is also a tourism asset and should be protected as such from other development 

and should be provided for in proposals where possible.  

The assessment should also consider current Government policy on nature conservation as 

outlined in the National Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-2021 (NBAP) (and subsequent iterations 

(Including draft NBAP recently open for public consultation, to cover 2023 to 2027) which also 

includes Ireland’s vision for biodiversity below. 

‘That biodiversity and ecosystems in Ireland are conserved and restored, delivering benefits 

essential for all sectors of society and that Ireland contributes to efforts to halt the loss of 

biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystems in the EU and globally.’ 

Land, Soils and Geology 
A link between tourism and this prescribed environmental factor, beyond the normal 

development impacts, is rare, however particular activities or facilities which use geological 

features may have an impact upon soils and geology, such as mountain biking trails, 

recreational uses of old quarries etc.  

The impact upon Geotourism related to geoheritage within the natural environment, e.g., any 

impacts on UNESCO Global Geoparks, of which we currently have three on the island of 

Ireland; Copper Coast in Co. Waterford, Burren and Cliffs of Moher in Co. Clare, and Cuilcagh 

Lakelands in Cavan and Fermanagh should be considered (where applicable) in this section. 

Indirect impacts such as material use for extensive landscaping and public realm should also 

be considered.  

Water 
Tourism uses can be water intense, depending on development type. Recreational use of a 

surface water feature, water-based leisure centres etc have different impacts to standard 

development.  

Air Quality and Climate 
Tourism impact upon air quality is dependent on the activity proposed and sensitivity of the 

location. If the tourism project includes a large increase in transportation services, collection 

of baseline air emission data is advised. Transportation emissions affect not only air quality, 

but also greenhouse gases. Changing climatic patterns due to climate change should be 

factored into this analysis. 

Noise and Vibration 
A link between tourism and this prescribed environmental factor, beyond the normal 

development impacts, is rare, however the impact upon tourism of issues of noise and 

vibration can be significant. Construction adjoining hotels for example should consider the 

sensitivity of the development and ensure mitigation is in place.  

Material Assets; Traffic and Transport 
The different transport patterns associated with tourism activities is a key impact of tourism 

and should be considered especially for tourism projects. These produce temporal and 

seasonal changes on the norm and specialist consideration and interpretation should be given. 

Tourism proposals should, where possible, be well served by public transport and should be 

accessible by modes other than the car. The impact of traffic on tourism assets can be 

substantial and can vary in severity according to season, the weather, etc. The impact of 

construction traffic can be a particular concern in tourism sensitive areas in terms of noise 

pollution and visual impact. The construction programme of developments should work to 
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avoid peak tourism periods in tourism areas and should consider planned or anticipated 

tourism events and festivals. 

Cultural Heritage 
Cultural heritage can be a key component of tourism projects and the impact of tourism on the 

maintenance of cultural heritage should be given the utmost consideration, whether positive 

or negative. As a tourism attraction, cultural heritage should be strongly considered in non-

tourism developments and the impact upon tourism considered as a potential impact.  

Archaeology 
Archaeology can be of tourism interest and can be an attractive or key component of tourism 

projects. Archaeology can be a tourism attractor and given that national policy emphasis on 

the non-renewable nature of the archaeology and archaeological heritage, focus should be a 

presumption in favour of its preservation in-situ or where preservation in-situ is not the option 

chosen, there must be preservation by record (i.e. archaeological excavation and recording 

must take place) in line with statutory requirements. 

Material Assets; Waste Management 
Tourism is a resource heavy activity and can impact waste streams and waste segregation. 

Impacts here should be considered strongly and with knowledge of the variation that arises 

from the particular tourist activity. Waste and Waste disposal issues can also impact the 

perception of an unspoiled environment, effecting tourism, which should be considered.  

Material Assets 
Material assets outside of the material assets already referenced that should be considered 

are built services (utilities) and infrastructure. Tourism development should include impact 

assessment on built services (utilities) and infrastructure while non tourism related 

development should consider the effect on tourism, which should be considered.  

Landscape 
The visual impact of a tourism development, especially in locations which are visually sensitive 

or renowned for their scenic or landscape beauty, should be considered carefully. A 

development intended to utilise or enjoy a particular vista or environment should minimise 

impact upon that environment. 

Major Accident and Natural Disaster 

There is a requirement for tourist developments to describe expected significant effects on the 

environment of the proposed development’s vulnerability to major accidents and/or natural 

disasters relevant to it. Where appropriate measures should be identified to prevent or mitigate 

the significant adverse effects of such accidents or disasters, including resulting from climate 

change, on the environment and detail the preparedness for the proposed response. 

Interaction of Impacts 

Where two or more environmental impacts combine or interact they should be considered 

under the prescribed topics. It is best practice to provide a table of interactions within an EIAR 

or EIA Screening Report.  

Cumulative Impact 

The cumulative impact is that of the project combined with any known likely project which will 

interact or compound an environmental impact.  

 

RECEIVED: 15/09/2025



11 | P a g e  

 

Transboundary Impact 

Transboundary impacts should be included in EIAR. In the case of tourism, especially 

international travel, the transboundary impacts may not be proximate to the EIAR site.  

Mitigation & Monitoring 

Mitigation should follow the hierarchy of minimisation in descending order of preference- 

Avoid, Reduce, Remedy.  

Avoid sensitive tourism resources- such as views, access and amenity areas including 

habitats as well as historical or cultural sites and structures.  

Reduce the exposure of sensitive resources to excessive environmental impact. 

Reduce the adverse effects to tourism land uses and patterns of activities, especially through 

interactions arising from significant changes in the intensity of use or contrasts of character or 

appearance.  

Remedy any unavoidable significant residual adverse effects on tourism resources or 

activities. 

Mitigation measures must be measurable and achievable within the bounds of the project.  

With regard to Monitoring, Article 8a of the EIA Directive requires that: 

 1. ‘The decision to grant development consent shall incorporate at least the following 

information … 

(b) any environmental conditions attached to the decision, a description of any features of the 

project and/or measures envisaged to avoid, prevent or reduce and, if possible, offset 

significant adverse effects on the environment as well as, where appropriate, monitoring 

measures. … 4 Member States shall ensure that the features of the project and/or measures 

envisaged to avoid, prevent or reduce and, if possible, offset significant adverse effects on the 

environment are implemented by the developer, and shall determine the procedures regarding 

the monitoring of significant adverse effects on the environment. The type of parameters to be 

monitored and the duration of the monitoring shall be proportionate to the nature, location and 

size of the project and the significance of its effects on the environment. Existing monitoring 

arrangements resulting from Union legislation other than this Directive and from national 

legislation may be used if appropriate, with a view to avoiding duplication of monitoring.’ 

Residual Impacts 

The residual impacts are the final predicted or intended impacts which occur after the 

proposed mitigation measures have been implemented. 
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8. Sources of information on Tourism 
 

Information available online 

 
Fáilte Ireland 

Fáilte Ireland offers detailed research analysis and insights into the Irish Tourism Industry. 

The National Tourism Development Authority has a portfolio of research across a number of 

areas including facts and figures, Environmental Surveying and Monitoring, briefing papers 

and reports and visitor feedback. The Fáilte Ireland website has a dedicated research library 

which can be accessed here  

Fáilte Ireland also manages an environmental surveying and monitoring database as part of 

the Wild Atlantic Way Operational Programme which can be accessed here. The purpose of 

this is to work with and demonstrate to our stakeholders and partners that we are committed 

to the sustainable development of the Wild Atlantic Way, and to be able to pre-empt and avoid 

environmental effects in the future should they occur.  

Discover Ireland: 

Operated by Fáilte Ireland, the Discover Ireland website includes comprehensive information 

on tourist attractions in destinations all around Ireland, including listings for activities, 

accommodation, events and experiences for every county, major town and region in Ireland. 

The website features elements from the four destination brands – Wild Atlantic Way, Ireland’s 

Ancient East, Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands and Visit Dublin and can be accessed here. 

Tourism Ireland  

Tourism Ireland is responsible for marketing the island of Ireland overseas as a holiday and 

business tourism destination. Tourism Ireland publishes a range of research documents 

including; visitor facts and figures, seasonal updates and industry insights which are 

accessible here 

Local Authorities  

Local Authorities are an invaluable source of information. They produce tourism strategies and 

audits of tourism assets within their jurisdiction. Local authorities will also produce landscape 

and seascape studies. Protected views and prospects as well as the record of protected 

structures and other designated protected buildings are contained within the Statutory 

Development Plans.  

Regional Assemblies 

Regional Assemblies can also be consulted on high level strategic tourism and potential 

Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies (RSESs) should be consulted. 

Central Statistics Office 

The Central Statistics Office (CSO) is Ireland's national statistical office and their purpose is 

to impartially collect, analyse and make available statistics about Ireland’s people, society and 

economy. The Tourism and Travel Section of the Central Statistics Office is the major source 

for tourism statistics in Ireland and is updated regularly.  
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Drumsna 
Carrick on Shannon  
Co. Leitrim 
 

 
21st October 2024 
 
Re. EIAR Scoping for Proposed Ballyfeeny Windfarm, Co, Roscommon 
 
Dear Sir/Madam,  
 
In response to your letter seeking Inland Fisheries Ireland’s (IFI) views on the information to be contained 
within the Environmental Impact Assessment in respect of the above proposed development IFI has the 
following points to make: 
 
It should be noted that only a pin was provided showing one point as the site location, the site boundaries 
or extent were not provided, in this regard comments cannot be exhaustive or fully site specific.  In order 
for IFI to make more specific comments a site location boundary with a site layout plan should be provided.  
The location of road network and type of road construction will be important as will the turbine layout. IFI 
would encourage you to carry out further consultation once any detail of plans this development becomes 
available. 
 
Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) is a statutory agency with responsibility under the provisions of the Fisheries 
Acts for the protection, management and conservation of Ireland’s inland fisheries resource. The fisheries 
resource is also protected under national and EU legislation. 
 
This response relates to the EIAR scoping request and full comment on this proposal cannot be made until 
such time as a detailed design drawings and proposals are available for the proposed development.  
Specific and direct consultations should continue with IFI as this proposed project develops and at detailed 
design stage in advance of the planning process commencing.  IFI guidelines as referenced in this 
submission should be referenced in the EIAR.  
 
In relation to the content of the EIAR, characteristics of the aquatic environment and baseline data should be 
presented for the River Scramogue, its tributaries, the Culliagh Stream (Feorish (Termonbarry 020) and the 
Feorish River 010 (Termonbary) which are all in close proximity to this site and all watercourses crossed by the 
development and any other watercourses which may potentially be affected by the development.  These 
should be described in terms of fisheries habitat, water quality, fish and invertebrate species present and 
relative abundances, and aquatic plants. 
 
The Scramogue River, Culliagh Stream and Feorish River are all salmonid watercourses with good stocks of wild 
brown trout, they also support coarse fish species. 
 
Data in relation to all fish and aquatic species present within the watercourses should be compiled.  The 
presence of salmonid species, crayfish and lamprey species will be of particular concern.  Coarse fish species 
will also be important given the spawning locations of these species. In undertaking the electrofishing survey 
only experienced personnel should be employed.  A Section 14 permit for electrofishing must be obtained from  
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the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources.  Authorised personnel must ensure that 
they comply with all the conditions contained in the permit. 
 
Waterbodies must be assessed in terms of aquatic biodiversity with particular emphasis on fish, the food of 
fish, spawning grounds and fish habitat in general.  The aquatic habitat and physical nature of any watercourse 
affected by the development must be fully described in detail.  This includes areas of open water, pool riffle 
glide sequences, density and types of aquatic vegetation, description of riparian zones to depth on either bank 
of the River/watercourse.  The extent of the surveys should be sufficiently long enough to be representative of 
the habitat contained in each section. There should be a particular focus on sections upstream and 
downstream of any point where an impact on the watercourse is likely to arise, this would include the 
presence of migratory species and proposals to ensure their migrations are not disturbed or impacted upon.  
The spawning of coarse fish in weeded margins will also be important to note.  It may be appropriate to survey 
a tributary stream and the larger more important streams it joins, and assess the effect any unfavourable 
discharge might further have on biodiversity and fisheries in the larger streams.  Surveys of un-impacted 
(control) streams should also be included in the Environmental Impact Assessment. 
 
In regard to invasive species, an invasive species survey should be commissioned. A biosecurity plan should 
be produced for the scheme construction.  The importance of the water and riparian zone should also be 
considered in biodiversity terms, with reference to the aquatic habitat the impact over a distance 
downstream must also be kept in mind. 
 
The likely impacts (and degree of impact) of the development on these waterbodies should be described in 
detail and relevant mitigation measures should be proposed in all relation to all potential impacts.  
Consideration should be given to temporary and enabling works in the EIAR as these can hive significant 
impact if they are not managed well.  In this regard changes to river morphology should not occur, whether 
intended or unintended.  
 
We are concerned about soils, their structure and types around all the turbines, associated access roads and 
site development.  In particular we have concerns about the stability of the soils and the impact that works on 
both the turbines and access roads will have either directly or by vibration on the stability of the soils.  The IFI 
will be very concerned where it is proposed to construct wind turbines on peat soils especially if these peat 
soils are located on upland areas.  Extra caution will be required to prevent deleterious discharges to waters. 

 
IFI strongly recommends that specialist personnel are employed to assess soil strength and suitability of the 
ground at each site and along any proposed access road.  This is particularly important in relation to peat soils.  
The potential for soil movement and landslides should be assessed fully within the EIS 
 
IFI recommend that due consideration be given to the type of material used for roadway construction 
bearing in mind the pressures that will arise during the construction phase and the necessity to avoid 
pollution due to fines from clause 804 washing out into the roadside drainage.  Also to stockpiling of 
materials, stripping of topsoil and the proposed construction methodology.   
 
The use of sedimentary rocks, such as shale, in road construction should be avoided.  This type of material has 
poor tensile strength and is liable to be crushed by heavy vehicles thereby releasing fine sediment materials 
into the drainage system which are difficult to precipitate and may give rise to water pollution.   

 

RECEIVED: 15/09/2025



 

 

 

 

 

 

Any proposals regarding the use of borrow pits will need to be thoroughly assessed in terms of dewatering and 
drainage during construction and post construction to prevent any risk of pollution. 

 

Site drainage and settlement measures during both construction (with particular attention to the road 
construction stage) and operation will need to be considered and details provided at the planning stage.  

 
Furthermore drainage from disturbed and stockpiled soils will have to be considered in advance.  It may be 
essential to carry out soil stockpiling operations in confined areas only and to ensure vegetation of the soils 
with suitable plants which will promote stability.  Consideration must be given to leachate from any 
stockpiles. 
 
Any stripping of topsoil should be minimised to the works footprint, retaining riparian zones where present.  
Where construction of the project will run over numerous seasons, phased topsoil stripping should take 
place prior to works in each area, this will maintain the integrity of the buzzer zone during construction.  
Buffer zones should be re-established as soon as practicable after construction in each particular area. 
 
Particular attention should be paid to the hydrology of any site where excavations including excavations for 
roads or infrastructure are being undertaken.  It is important that natural flow paths are not interrupted or 
diverted in such a manner as to give rise to erosion or instability of soils caused by an alteration in water 
movement either above or below ground.  In relation to any proposed temporary access roads for construction 
or permanent roads, these will tend to provide preferential flow paths for surface waters.  Considerable 
attention to detail must be provided in relation to the interception of surface water flows.  Our concerns in 
relation to deleterious matter have been referred to above, but we also have concerns in relation to the flow 
patterns and to ensuring that normal flows are maintained both during and after construction.  Situations can 
arise where water transportation is significantly increased in certain locations thereby.  This should be avoided. 

 
Attention should be paid to drainage during both the construction phase and the operational phase.  In the 
construction stage this includes waters being pumped excavations or dewatering of any area prior to works.  
We strongly recommend that settlement measures are introduced to ensure adequate settlement of 
suspended solids and sediments and attenuation to ensure discharges at greenfield rates and that no 
deleterious matter is discharged to any waters.  Calculations should be used to demonstrate that measures 
such as settlement ponds will be effective and are adequately sized to allow settlement for appropriate 
discharge water quality. 
 
In constructing and designing silt traps particular attention should be paid to rainfall levels and intensity.  Any 
silt traps should be designed to minimise the movement of silt especially during intense precipitation events 
where the trap maybe hydraulically overloaded.  It is essential that they are located with good access to 
facilitate monitoring sampling and maintenance.   

 

Serious consideration must be given to the disposal of all waste materials such that they will not give rise to 
any risk.  In terms of risk, the placing of soils on adjacent ground should not be permitted unless all the area 
has been the subject of an in-depth risk assessment.   
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If applicable, details in relation to site offices and the services necessary for the site offices should form part of 
the EIAR.  In addition details relating to operations during the construction phase to contain pollutants should 
also be considered.  It should be noted that hydrocarbon oils and other deleterious matter or potential 
pollutants will require full containment and should not be permitted to discharge to any waters.  Please note 
that physical pollution of watercourses in terms of placing of unsuitable material or other construction debris 
in or stockpiling such materials near watercourses is not acceptable as this will interfere with the aquatic 
habitat. 

 

In order to prevent water pollution and to prevent disruption to spawning in the area, all method statements 
and timings of all instream construction works and those in close proximity to a watercourse should be agreed 
with IFI prior to any commencement of works.  In relation to watercourse crossings please be advised that this 
IFI will require to be consulted well in advance in relation to all crossings of any watercourse or the use of any 
temporary diversions.  We strongly recommend that these crossings should be kept to a minimum.  We will 
also require that any instream structures or bridge and pipe crossings are approved by IFI.  In particular in 
designing crossings the length, slope and width of any instream structure will be important.  Early consultation 
should take place in this regard in advance of any planning applications. 

Consideration should be given to land conditions during construction and the potential damage in accessing 
soft lands in the winter and potential for run off and sedimentation or damage to river banks with a view to 
mitigating and reducing impacts. 

 
Instream works in the River Scramoge, R Feorish, Cullaigh Stream or other salmonid streams should not 
take place between October and 30th April in order to protect spawning and juvenile trout.  Construction 
and associated works with a high risk of suspended solids pollution should not be carried out between the 
1st October and 30th April in order to protect spawning and juvenile trout.  (Note this season may be 
extended in the future subject to new legislation coming into force)  
 
In general access for anglers and IFI personnel should not be impinged upon by this development.   
 
The EIAR should indicate proposals to monitor the impact on all watercourses within the site.  In the event that 
environmental damage to the aquatic habitat and associated riparian zone is caused, the EIAR should indicate 
the steps that may be taken to rectify any damage to the aquatic habitat including liaison with the appropriate 
authorities. It is important that a sufficient bank side riparian zone is maintained to absorb and attenuate 
overland flows.  In deciding the extent of this riparian zone the following factors would be important.  

 
1. Type of soil and its depth and strength especially if the development is on an upland peat bog area. 
2. Stock piling or spreading of spoil on unstable soils especially if the soil is peat with a depth greater 

than 1meter thick. (Geotechnical survey and assessment is essential) 
3. Degree or extent of the slope. 
4. Variations in the topography that will give rise to point flows (keep flow as diffuse as possible). 
5. Extent and nature of catchment above the area of operation. In particular meticulous care should 

be paid to avoid interfering with the catchment and altering the direction of flow, perhaps to 
another catchment. 

6. The importance of the water in fisheries and Biodiversity terms.  With reference to the aquatic 
habitat the impact over a distance downstream must also be kept in mind. 

7. Any other factors that will cause a deleterious effect to the watercourse.  
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8. The extent and proven efficacy of water treatment in relation to the structure. 
 

With the above in mind for small streams a distance of at least 15 meters should be considered as a bare 
minimum for a riparian zone.  This should be more if the factors above are involved and will require ground 
truthing and site specific surveys.  In relation to turbine construction this should not be permitted within 50 
metres of a watercourse. 
 
We suggest that this type of development will comprise works at a number of locations but the entire 
development should be considered as a single building site.  We strongly recommend that discussions 
should take place with the Environmental Section of the relevant County Council with a view to obtaining a 
licence to discharge trade effluent from the "building site" to waters.  In this regard we consider that 
drainage waters particularly during the construction phase should be regarded as trade effluent.  All 
effluent should comply with appropriate quality standards.   
 
The discharge of polluting or deleterious matter to any watercourse except under and in accordance with a 
licence may be an offense under the Fisheries Acts and/or under the Water Pollution Acts.  It should be 
noted that even if an effluent does generally comply with the quality standards contained in a licence it 
may still cause pollution if the receiving water cannot provide sufficient assimilative capacity.  With this in 
mind the environment impact assessment should also focus on the physical characteristics of the receiving 
watercourses and their ability to assimilate any pollutants discharged from the site including the discharge 
of water from any foundation works or drainage. 
 
At all times the precautionary principle should be applied throughout for the entire development.  Particular 
attention should be paid to the various environmental directives including the Water Framework Directive.  
The Inland Fisheries Acts, 1959-2010 (as amended) in particular and the Local Government (Water Pollution) 
Acts, 1977-1990 (as amended) and all other environmental legislation should be considered as appropriate.  As 
indicated in some of the points above site management and environmental plans will be important issues 
especially during the construction phase and we recommend that these issues should also receive 
consideration when preparing and EIA. 
 
All works should adhere to IFI’s Guideline documents on road construction (attached) and Guidelines on 
protection of fisheries during construction work in and adjacent to waters 
http://www.fisheriesireland.ie/fisheries-and-construction-works. 
 
In relation to any water quality monitoring / fish habitat surveys, can I please refer you to our Open Data 
Portal: https://opendata-ifigeo.hub.arcgis.com/. 
 
We recommend that the above issues should be amongst the issues addressed in a comprehensive manner 
in the EIA.  This concludes our observations at this time. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Catherine E Kerins 
Catherine E Kerins 
Senior Fisheries Environment Officer 
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For the attention of Jessica Boyd  
Rowan Engineering Consultants Ltd  
Unit 14,  
Scurlockstown Business Park, 
Trim, 
County Meath  
 
17 December 2024 
 
By Email: ballyfeeny.energy@rec.ie  
 
 
Re: EIA Scoping Request –Ballyfeeny Green Energy, Co. Roscommon 

 
Dear Jessica Boyd  
 
 

Uisce Éireann has received notification of your Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

scoping request relating to Ballyfeeny Green Energy Ltd.’s forthcoming application to 

construct and operate a windfarm at Ballyfeeny, Co. Roscommon.   

 

Please see attached, Uisce Éireann’s scoping opinion in relation to your proposals and 

Uisce Éireann’s public infrastructure & assets. 

 

 

 

Uisce Éireann’s Response to EIAR Scoping Request 

 

The scoping document identifies two nearby watercourses, the river Ballymartin 20m 

west of the proposed site and Culliagh stream, located 120m to the east of the site. It is 

not apparent that these watercourses would have an impact on nearby abstraction 

points at Grange Lough and Lough Forbes, however as the proposed development is 

within their catchment area, care must be taken to ensure that there will be no negative 

effect upon Uisce Éireann’s Drinking Water Source(s) during the construction and 

operational phases of the development. Hydrological / hydrogeological pathways 

between the applicant’s site and receiving waters should be identified and assessed as 

part of the report. 
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The scoping document proposes two possible strategies for connection the grid. The 

first route runs parallel to the R371, which it crosses to connect to the Slieve bawn 110 

kv substation. Uisce Éireann also operates underground infrastructure along this 

motorway and as such a diversion of Public Infrastructure may be required subject to 

layout proposal of the development and separation distances, with the applicant being 

required to submit a Diversions Enquiry to diversions@water.ie. 

 

The second potential route as outlined in figure 2-1 of the scoping document, aims to 

connect to the Lanesborough 110kv Substation.  This station is located at the far side 

of the Lanesborough, across the Lanesborough bridge. Several pieces of Uisce 

Éireann infrastructure, including wastewater treatment plants, pumping stations and 

attendant pipe networks are located within the town itself, with which this route may 

interact. Particular attention should also be paid to the Lanesboro ESB site water 

treatment plant, located next to the substation, on the Longford side of the river 

Shannon. 250mm HDPE piping which serves this plant runs immediately between the 

substation and the banks of the Shannon. If any diversion of public infrastructure is 

expected as a result of following this route, the applicant is again required to submit a 

Diversions Enquiry to diversions@water.ie.  

   

On receipt of the planning referral, Uisce Éireann will review the finalised Environmental 

Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) as part of our planning assessment.  Uisce Éireann’s 

will then issue a statutory response to the Planning Authority in line with our obligations 

as a statutory consultee. 

 
 

 

Further to this, prior to any planning application submission, the applicant is required to 

submit a diversion enquiry to Uisce Éireann and receive a Confirmation of Feasibility 

(COF) letter from Diversions Dept, that will form part of the formal planning application 

lodgement documentation. 

 

In addition to the specific items outlined above please note the following aspects of 

Water Services which should be considered in the scope of your EIAR;  
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a) Where the development proposal has the potential to impact an Uisce Éireann 

Drinking Water Source(s), the applicant shall provide details of measures to be 

taken to ensure that there will be no negative impact to Uisce Éireann’s Drinking 

Water Source(s) during the construction and operational phases of the 

development. Hydrological / hydrogeological pathways between the applicant’s 

site and receiving waters should be identified as part of the report. 

 
b) Where the development proposes the backfilling of materials, the applicant is 

required to include a waste sampling strategy to ensure the material is inert.  

 
c) Mitigations should be proposed for any potential negative impacts on any water 

source(s) which may be in proximity and included in the environmental 

management plan and incident response.  

 
d) Any and all potential impacts on the    nearby reservoir as public water supply 

water source(s) are assessed, including any impact on hydrogeology and any 

groundwater/ surface water interactions. 

 
e) Impacts of the development on the capacity of water services (i.e. do existing 

water services have the capacity to cater for the new development). This is 

confirmed by Uisce Éireann in the form of a Confirmation of Feasibility (COF). If 

a development requires a connection to either a public water supply or sewage 

collection system, the developer is advised to submit a Pre-Connection Enquiry 

(PCE) enquiry to Uisce Éireann to determine the feasibility of connection to the 

Uisce Éireann network.  

 
f) The applicant shall identify any upgrading of water services infrastructure that 

would be required to accommodate the proposed development.  

 
g) In relation to a development that would discharge trade effluent – any upstream 

treatment or attenuation of discharges required prior to discharging to an Uisce 

Éireann collection network.  

 
h) In relation to the management of surface water; the potential impact of surface 

water discharges to combined sewer networks and potential measures to 

minimise and or / stop surface waters from combined sewers.  

 
i) Any physical impact on Uisce Éireann assets – reservoir, drinking water source, 

treatment works, pipes, pumping stations, discharges outfalls etc. including any 

relocation of assets. 
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j) When considering a development proposal, the applicant is advised to determine 

the location of public water services assets, possible connection points from the 

applicant’s site / lands to the public network and any drinking water abstraction 

catchments to ensure these are included and fully assessed in any pre-planning 

proposals. Details, where known, can be obtained by emailing an Ordnance 

Survey map identifying the proposed location of the applicant’s intended 

development to datarequests@water.ie 

 
k) Other indicators or methodologies for identifying infrastructure located within the 

applicant’s lands are the presence of registered wayleave agreements, visible 

manholes, vent stacks, valve chambers, marker posts etc. within the proposed 

site.  

 
l) Any potential impacts on the assimilative capacity of receiving waters in relation 

to Uisce Éireann discharge outfalls including changes in dispersion / circulation 

characterises. Hydrological / hydrogeological pathways between the applicant’s 

site and receiving waters should be identified within the report. 

 
m) Any potential impact on the contributing catchment of water sources either in 

terms of water abstraction for the development (and resultant potential impact 

on the capacity of the source) or the potential of the development to influence / 

present a risk to the quality of the water abstracted by Uisce Éireann for public 

supply should be identified within the report. 

 
n) Where a development proposes to connect to an Uisce Éireann network and that 

network either abstracts water from or discharges wastewater to a “protected”/ 

sensitive area, consideration as to whether the integrity of the site / conservation 

objectives of the site would be compromised should be identified within the 

report. 

 

o) Uisce Éireann does not permit building over of its assets. As an applicant you 

are required to; 

 
- survey the site to determine the exact location of the assets. Any trial 

investigations should be carried out with the agreement and in the presence 

of Uisce Éireann.  

- Provide evidence of separation distances between the existing Uisce Éireann 

assets and proposed structures, other services, trees, etc. have to be in 

accordance with the Irish Water Codes of Practice and Standard Details. 
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p) Where a diversion of Public Infrastructure may be required subject to layout 

proposal of the development and separation distances, the applicant is required 

to submit a Diversions Enquiry to diversions@water.ie  

 

q) Mitigation measures in relation to any of the above ensuring a zero risk to any 

Uisce Éireann drinking water sources (Surface and Ground water). 

 
This is not an exhaustive list. 

 
Please note;  

 

• Where connection(s) to the public network is required as part of the development 

proposal, applicants are advised to complete the Pre-Connection Enquiry 

process and have received a Confirmation of Feasibility letter from Uisce Éireann 

ahead of any planning application.   

 

• Uisce Éireann will not accept new surface water discharges to combined sewer 

networks.  

 

• Where a new connection(s) is sought, the applicant or developer shall enter into 

water and/or wastewater connection agreement(s) with Uisce Éireann prior to 

the commencement of this development. 

 

• Where an existing connection is on place, the applicant or developer may be 

required to enter into a new or revised water and/or wastewater connection 

agreement(s) with Uisce Éireann prior to the commencement of this 

development. 

 

 

 

 
 
Queries relating to this EIAR scoping request should be directed to planning@water.ie 
  
 
PP. Ali Robinson 

 

Signed on behalf of Dermot Phelan 

Connections Delivery Manager 
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